The Bloody Assize
were made to accept the Mass at the sword's point, or driven
into exile with loss of property and office. Those that
remained in their own country had to accept conversion
or death; and the law ordained that if these new converts
u refused the Catholic sacraments on their death-bed, when
required to receive them by a magistrate, their bodies should
be drawn on a hurdle along the public way,, and then cast
into the common sewers."
Naturally many of these unhappy victims fled to England,
where they were warmly received by their co-religionists,
but their presence in this country did not make James's task
any easier.   And another set-back to his plans for a counter-
reformation of England was that Innocent XL, a very
stalwart and courageous Pope and a man of discretion and
common sense, by no means approved of James's proceed-
ings or those of his Jesuit advisers, and although he publicly
approved of the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, it was
said that his own personal opinion was that it ought never
to have been done.   He and Louis XIV. were at variance
upon other political affairs, and if Louis and James and the
Jesuits between them pulled off the destruction of the
" northern heresy," as the Reformation was called, the Pope
naturally felt that the power of Louis would be exalted,
and the Papal authority debased*   In this view he had the
support of the Austrian party.   These little political quarrels
undoubtedly gave time for the English Protestants to take
counsel together about the dangers by which they were
beset*   And when it was known that the Jesuit, Edward
Petre, the man who was the real power behind the throne,
was refused a bishopric by the Pope, the Whigs began to
see that there were quarrels among their enemies that might
be prolonged to their own advantage.   It is interesting to
remember that Sir John Warner, the Jesuit priest who was
now the King's confessor, had held that position to Lord
Powys, and that both Petre and Warner were accused by
Gates of being parties to the Plot.
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